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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM 

 

May 10, 2023 
 

Board Scholarship Allocations 
 
Through H.B. 1 from the 2023 Legislative General Session, the Legislature appropriated $23.7 million for 

three scholarships administered by the Board of Higher Education. The Board also receives some funding 

to be used for the Promise Program from the Student Aid appropriation line item. The following shows 

the appropriation for each program: 

 

Opportunity Scholarship1 $18,092,700 

New Century Scholarship  $1,983,900 

Utah Promise Program  $3,665,800 

 

Each program serves a unique purpose to improve affordability, increase access, and/or reward high-

performing students. Each program can be summarized as follows: 

 

Opportunity Scholarship: Rewards students who complete advanced courses in mathematics, language 

arts, and science while maintaining a 3.3-grade point average in high school. This scholarship provides 

the last dollar in for tuition and fees for up to four semesters. The 2022-2023 academic year awardees 

received up to $1,000 per semester. 

 

New Century Scholarship: Awarded to students who obtained an associate degree while maintaining a 

3.0 GPA in high school. The Legislature retired this scholarship during the 2022 Legislative General 

Session, and all ongoing and remaining funds should be transferred to the Utah Promise Program.2 The 

New Century Scholarship currently has a $6.3 million fund balance, of which only $300,000 is necessary 

to fulfill existing obligations to students. These funds could be transferred to the Utah Promise Program at 

once or over a specified period. 

 

Utah Promise Program: Provides funding, up to the cost of attendance, to students who demonstrate 

financial need. The Commissioner’s Office allocates funds to institutions in proportion to each 

institution’s percentage of the total Federal Pell Grant funds. Institutions use their allocated funding to 

administer unique programs based on their own established criteria. 

 
1 Utah Code 53B-8-201(2)(c) allows the Board of Higher Education to use up to three percent of this appropriation for 
administrative and overhead costs associated with the Opportunity Scholarship. 
2 See Utah Code 53B-8-105(9)(d). 

https://le.utah.gov/%7E2023/bills/static/HB0001.html
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The attached document shows the allocation of available funds if the Board included the $2 million 

ongoing funds and $6 million of the one-time funds from the New Century program in the FY 2024 

Promise Program allocation. The proposed $11.4 million allocation for the Promise Program includes 

allowable funds from the Student Aid appropriation and is net of all expenses. 

 

Commissioner’s Recommendation  

The Commissioner recommends the Board of Higher Education : 

1. Allocate both the ongoing appropriation for the New Century Scholarship and $6 million from the 

New Century Scholarship fund balance to the Utah Promise Program.  

2. Authorize institutions to carry forward allocations from the $6 million New Century fund balance 

until June 30, 2026. 

 

Attachment 

 



Utah Promise Grant Program
FY 2023-2024

Student Aid Appropriation  $     3,252,800 
FSEOG Allocation        (1,426,658)
FWS Allocation        (1,196,013)
Annual Appropriation $3,665,800 Updated: 5/1/2023
OCHE ACA             (73,316)
New Century Scholarship Appropriation $1,983,900
New Century Scholarship One-Time Rollover* $6,000,000
Set Aside for Promise Partner Awards (750,000)          
Contingency Reserve             (21,513)
TOTAL PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP ALLOCATION 11,435,000$    

Pell Grants
Disbursed to

Utah Residents
AY 2021-2022 Ratio to Total

Prorated Promise 
Scholarship 
Allocation

 FY 2024 
Promise 

Scholarship 
Allocation

Prior Year FY 
2022 Promise  

Allocation
Salt Lake Community College 20,801,566$        0.0938             1,072,265$         1,072,300$         365,050$            

Snow College 5,688,666 0.0256             293,236              293,200              99,800 
Southern Utah University 16,077,091 0.0725             828,731              828,700              282,100              

University of Utah 25,041,477 0.1129             1,290,821           1,290,800           439,500              
Utah State University 29,900,721 0.1348             1,541,302           1,541,300           524,700              
Utah Tech University 11,980,628 0.0540             617,569              617,600              210,250              

Utah Valley University 48,049,370 0.2166             2,476,817           2,476,800           843,300              
Weber State University 25,061,603 0.1130             1,291,859           1,291,900           439,900              

Subtotal USHE 182,601,121$      0.8231             9,412,600$         9,412,600$         3,204,600$         

Brigham Young University 19,967,604$        0.0900             1,029,277$         1,029,300$         364,400$            
Ensign College 1,205,889 0.0054             62,160 62,200 20,050 

Western Governors University 12,211,987 0.0550             629,495              629,500              213,350              
Westminster College 989,770 0.0045             51,020 51,000 23,600 

Subtotal Private 34,375,250$        0.1550             1,771,952$         1,772,000$         621,400$            

Bridgerland 533,334$             0.0024             27,492$              27,500$              9,400$  
Davis 1,086,965 0.0049             56,030 56,000 19,100 
Dixie 658,411 0.0030             33,939 33,900 11,600 

Mountainland 662,532 0.0030             34,152 34,200 11,700 
Ogden-Weber 1,008,730 0.0045             51,997 52,000 17,700 

Southwest 413,113 0.0019             21,295 21,300 7,300 
Tooele 313,110 0.0014             16,140 16,100 5,500 

Uintah Basin 182,403 0.0008             9,402 9,400 3,250 
Subtotal UTECH 4,858,599$          0.0219             250,448$            250,400$            85,550$              

TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 221,834,970$      1.0000             11,435,000$       11,435,000$       3,911,550$         
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